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URBAN TREES ACT 



TUESDAY, JUNE 21 

House of Kepe 

Subcommittee on 

Commit 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to noti( 
Longworth House Office Building, Hon. t 
the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Krebs, Skelto 

Also present : Representative Frederic! 
full committee. 

Staff present : Eleanor S. Walsh, clerl 
Master, Rita L. DiSimone, and Carol A. D 

Mr. Weaver. The Subcommittee on F 
Agriculture will be in session. 

The committee has met to hold hear 
Richmond, and H.R. 3942 by Mr. Nedzi. 

[The bill H.R. 2853 and the report f r 
Agriculture follow :] 
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W5th congress 
IsT Session 



H. R. 2853 




IN THE HOUSE OF BEPiSEBENTATIVES 

FBBnrABy 1, 1&7T 

Mr. Richmond (for hunsolf^ Mr* Frsn. Mr, Hadiu^ Mr. BrwoiiAit, Mr 
BoNKER, Mr. Brodiihaii^ Mr. Oitiiwx of Californin, Mr- Delaney, Mi** 
Dellitms, Mr. D^'^^'x^:T, Mr* EiLiiFJffi* Mi-. Fvuxntov, Mr. Knj>EE» Mr. 
Koch, Mr. jKtFnkns, Mr. Lkiujvx, Mr. ^Lxzzou, Mr. MrrcAtrK* Ma. 
MiKULSKi, Mr. MncHfTix of New York» Mi\ MavKLEYj Mr. MooiucEAit of 
California, Mr, Niuj/j, Mr. Obvjwtmi. und ilr. Rodino) intttxiuced the 
following bill; wjiu^h wns refen-njd to the rpminittee tm Agriculture 



A BILL 

To authorize the Secretiirj^ of Agriculture to make grants ta 
States for urbau forestry* and for other purposes. 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresmia- 

2 lives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

3 That this Act may be cited as the "Urban Trees Act of 

4 1977". 

5 Sec. 2, (a) The Congress finds and declares that— 

6 (1) trees serve as a vital link between man in the 

7 urban setting and his enviromnent; 

8 (2) trees and shrubs improve the quality of city 

9 environments by preventing erosion, providing shade, 
I-O 




bgle 




t modifying extremes of temperature and humidity, re- 

2 ducing noise and air pollution, and enhancing the 

3 esthetic quality of life; g 

4 (3) growing conditions in urWi areas for trees and 

5 associated plants in ^tliese areas have steadily worsened 

6 * because of highway amd street widening, sidewalk recon- 

7 stniodon, air poUutbn, modified drainage, erosion^ soil 
' 8 feartility depletion, meohanical Imzards, and other advei^ 

9 influences resulting from the concentrated use of land; 

10 (4) more planting and maintenance of trees and 

11 shrubs in cities would help ninke cities more plens^iil 

12 and hcahJiful pliijces to live, work, and xh'ji; and 

13 (5) tixjcs are an important economic asset and re- 

14 source to urhan areas by mcreasing land \'akics, aJid by 

15 the m!Odi£cation of extremes of temperaturej humidity, 

16 and winds, trees can have an important role in redudng 

17 Hie amount of energy consumed in heating and cooling 

18 many urban buildings and homes. > , ^ 

19 Sec. 3. As used in this Aot^ 

20 (1) ^'arboriculture" means the planting, growing, 

21 maintenance, ajid protecting of tj^ecf^ and shrubs, indi- 

22 vidually or in small gimips ; * 

23 (2) "arboriculture pkn" means the development of 

24 a master plan for Ae selection, planting, nnd mainte- 

25 nance of trees, which plan shall, to the maximum extent 
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1 possible, prL»sent a detailed dcsmptioii of presant condi- 

2 tions and of arboriculture tieed^^, opportmiities, and 

3 planned projtjcu within m mban area; 

4 (3) /*iSecretary*' means the Secretary of 

5 Agriculture ; 

6 (4) ''State" means each of the fifty States and the 

7 District of Columbia, Puerto Bico, Guam, and the Virgin 

8 Islands; 

9 (5) *'urban area" me^s an urban place of twentjr- 

10 five hundred or more persons^ as that term is defined by 

11 the United States Department of Commerce ; 

12 (6) ^'contiibuted funds" means money donated by 

13 residents of on urban area and others to an urban area 

14 for arboriculture witliln that urban area; and 

15 (7) * 'public funds" means money appropriated by a 

16 non-Federal Government entity for arboriculture within 

17 an urt)an area. 

18 Sec. 4. (a ) The Secretary may make grants to any State 

19 to provide finaocial assistance to urban ai^eas for aa'boriculture. 

20 The total grant furnished to an urban area through Use Stato 

21 may not exceed the sum of — 

22 (1) 100 per centum of the contributed funds ex- 

23 pended by an urban area on arboriculture in a Federal 

24 fiscal year; and 

25 (2) 50 per centum of the public funds expended 
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